


 

 

million GVA, supporting 24,677 jobs in rural and coastal areas (UK Caravan & 
Camping Alliance 2019 Economic Benefit Report: www.ukcca.org.uk). 
 
These parks, many of which are family run businesses, have been developed 
over many years with careful consideration of planning and environmental 
impacts. BH&HPA members have worked closely with their respective local 
planning authorities to obtain permission for their holiday parks and camping 
sites to mitigate against any negative impacts on highways, the landscape, and 
neighbouring properties. These businesses want to ensure their park is safe for 
customers and offers a great holiday experience which will encourage people to 
return to the area and continue to support the local tourism industry. 
 
Many parks go through a lengthy and often expensive application process in 
order to obtain permission to operate as a holiday park for caravans and 
camping. The planning permissions will often include many conditions to ensure 
the park does not cause environmental or amenity issues and are safe for 
customers. Local residents are able to comment on these applications and 
decisions are then made in an objective way, having regard to the planning 
merits and the potential impacts on the local area.  
 
The planning process provides controls to ensure that land is used 
appropriately. Not only do member parks have to operate in accordance with 
their planning permissions, but they also have to operate in accordance with a 
site licence or Public Health Act licence which also contains many conditions 
governing the park’s layout and provision of facilities to ensure the safety of 
users, the environment and the amenity of others. Licences are strictly 
controlled with the risk of prosecution to the landowner if there are breaches of 
conditions. They are not required for temporary sites operating within permitted 
development rights. BH&HPA member parks spend significant sums of money 
to ensure that their businesses are well run, safe for users and the environment 
and have minimal impacts on highways. 
 
Holiday park businesses are busiest in the summer months (July and August) 
and this is the time when most landowners who have not gone through the 
planning and licensing process will allow their land to be used for camping, 
benefitting from the 56-day permitted use. Operating at the busiest time of the 
year only increases the already significant risks in allowing temporary sites – 
this is reflected in the widespread reports from our members and in the news 
throughout the summers of 2020 and 2021 about the problems by unlicensed 
sites including rubbish strewn across the land, campfire damage, overcrowding, 
and significant traffic issues in areas that may already have overburdened 
infrastructure.  
 
Our members must operate their sites in accordance with their licence 
conditions which set out maximum numbers of tents, spacing requirements, 
provision of toilet and washing facilities, laundry rooms and lighting. These 
ensure a positive, safe experience for their customers and minimise community 
and environmental impact. Outside the pandemic, there is no good reason to 
allow other sites to operate without this oversight and every good reason to 
require them to do so. 








